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ETHIOPIA'S MENGISTU ADDRESSES OAU MINISTERS MEETING 
LDO72000 Addis Ababa in Amharic to Neighboring Countries 1606 GMT 4 Feb 80 LD/EA 


{Speech by Mengistu Haile Mariam, chairman of the Provisional Military Administrative 
Council, at the opening of 34th sesrton of the OAU Foreig ministers conference in Africa 
Hall, Addis Ababa, on 6 February--recorded]) 


(Excerpts) Yesterday's struggle is continuing today in a more complex manner, We have 
the heavy responsibility of emerging victorious from this struggle and adding a new 
and proud chapter to the history bequeathed by our fathers, In this respect, although 
the contribution of independent Africa towards the liberation struggles in southern 
Africa, particularly in Namibia and Zimbabwe, cammot be ignored, We cammot dare to 
say that we have added a prouc new chapter to the ammals of African history. 


Honorable ministers, as I have tried to explain above, independent Africa has repeatedly 
expressed its resolve to stand alongside the independence struggle of the Zimbabwean 
people and the frontline states, the rearguard of the struggle. But when we examine 

the present situation in Zimbabwe I have no doubt that the question of the extent to 

which we have implemented the pledges and resolutions we have repeatedly adopted before 
the whole world troubles our minds, In my opinion, we have not given the necessary help-- 
material help equal to the resources of independent Africae-to the Zimbabwe patriots 

as they waged a bitter armed struggle. 


Since we Africans have more bitter experience of untold repression and injustice than 
any other people in their struggle, since many bitter struggles still await us now and 
in the future, and recomizing that the price of freedom is a very high one, we should 
have made a sacrifice in blood by standing alongside all the freedom fighters and inde- 
pendent states in southern Africa, which are victimized because of their rearguard role. 
We have not discharged our responsibilities, apart from sending telegrams of sympathy 
and condemnation when imperialists and racist colluded to conduct cheauvinist aggression, 
from time to time inflicting heavy losses and damage to human life and property in the 
frontline states because they acted as the guard for the patriots and tried to discharge 
the special responsibility entrusted to them by Africa, For this reason, the racists 
and imperialists did not refrain from consolidating their chauvinistic and aggressive 
stand and esce@lating their incursions, 


Because of our organization's weakness and liberalism, the Zimbabwe issue passed beyond 
the control of the SAU, which is responsible for desling with the matter, and was referred 
to Lancaster house, thus enabling the racists and imperialists to coordinate to suit 
themselves, and thereby forcing the Patriotic Front, which we had been proclaiming as 
the sole legitimate representative of the people, to sit at the same table as and nego- 
tiate with Muzorewa, whom we describe as the archenemy of the Zimbabwean people and a 
puppet of the racists, and allowing it to be pressured against its will into accepting 
unfavorable conditions, into gathering its forces at assembly points ringed by racist 
and fascist troops and, eventually, into surrendering. This morning's attempt on the 
life of Patriotic Front coleader Comrade Robert Mugabe testifies to the truth of this, 
It is deplorable that the incident took place at a time when the armed struggle is 
bringing the Patriotic Front closer to victory. 
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Honorable ministers, socialist Ethiopia has already made its position clear, On the 
other hand, socialist Ethiconvia supports any peaceful solution to freedom struggles in 
Africa so long as such solutions 4elp to bring about genuine independence, [usually] 
achieved only through armed struggle. However, if we say that the liberation os unenm@m- 
cipated Africans is the chief and primary objective of our organizations if we are 
Jeeply concerned about the unjust shedding of blood of Africans and their being deprived 
of their freedom; if we say that the imperialists enjoy themselves at the expense of 
African blood shed and lives lost, then we would really be deceiving ourselves if, in 
the present circumstances, we expected gzemuine independence and justice from British 
imperialism and its agents. In view of this we do not for a moment believe that the 
reactionary ruling classes will ever willingly concede through negotiations the inde- 
pendence they seized from Africans. 


Although it is self-evident that British imperialism arranged the Lancaster House talks 
in the hope of being able, on the pretext of elections, to install its agents there 
are thus perpetuate its oppression and exploitation in southern Africa, nevertheless 
it negotiated not of its own free will but because it was forced to do so by the sacri- 
ticial struggle of the patriots, 


Honorable ministers: It is clear to sll of us that we have been found wanting in exe 
tending the necessary and anticipated support and help to both the Zimbabwe patriots 
and the frontline states. It is an irrefutable fact that despite our joint adoption 

of resolutions from time to time, we have been taking unilateral initiatives and thereby 
complicating the situation, 


There has been every evidence thst imperialism, erimly aware of the fact that it is losing 
Africa's riches anc cheap labor, which it acquired without sweat, is bolstering its last 
strongiold in southern Africa and coordinating its forces in a bid to step up its frantic 
struggle. At the same time, we Africans, instead of tigitening our own stance, have 
become increasingly liberal. 


In drawing attention to the mistakes we have mede over the liberation struggle of the 
people of Zimbabwe, I do mot wish to apportion blame or drive a wedge in ow’ ranks, 
This would benefit our enemies by making us weaker. What I am asking you to do is to 
face up to reality and to analyze our mistakes in depth so that we migit move off again 
in the rigit direction and use the lessons we learn to work more resolutely for the 
future and the true independence of Africa, 


If we are to strengthen further our positive aspects and achieve jointly our common goal, 
we mast eliminate our weak points, Unless we discuss matters frankly among ourselves, 
how Jam we expect and ask others to pass fair judgement on our affairs? 


It is our view that the struggle for genuine independence in Africa is not over-<-it 

is still underway, We are faced with « period of bitter and resolute struggle demanding 
great sacrifices, especially in Namibia and South Africa, We should examine thoroughly 
whet impact the steps we take today over the Zimbabwe question may have on the course 

of our struggle in the future. 


The resolute armed struggle waged against their enemies by the heroes of Zimbabwe, who 
have shed their blood and sacrificed their lives, has today brougit their country closer 
to independence, 
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Hovever, in their bid to turn back the wheel of history, the racists and colonialists 

have done all they can to obstruct the struggle of these silitant people. They will 

mt stop unitess we make them stop. We have detailed knowledge of the plots which the 
Olonialists and imperialists, working hand in hand with a few racists and traitors, have 

been hatching to obstruct the struggle of the Zimbabwean people. Today there is ample 
evidence of the British Government's intention to implement its longstanding plan to 
perpetuate its exploitation in Zimbabve. 


The British Government has been hatching a mumber of odious antipeople plots to stop the 
return home of hundreds of thousands of Zimbabwe citizens, who are rejecting the ugly 
rule of the racists and colonialists took refuge in neighboring countries; to prevent 

the return of the Patriotic Pront leaders and fighters who have been struggling resolutely 


for the independence of the people of Zimbabwe; and to prevent the release of milit: ts 
who vere wrongfully arrested. 


The British Government has deployed the racist troops and Muzorewa's mercenaries throughout 
the country so that they can harrass the public and ruthlessly massacre the Patriotic 

Pront supporters, who have returned to their country, while gathering members of the 
Patriotic Front forces at the assembly points. It has also brought about the encirclement 
of the Patriotic Pront assembly camps. 


The British Goverrment is cooperating and compiring with the South African bandits to 
ensure the covert and overt use of the racist Pretoria govermment's troops--Africa's 
enemy mumber one. 


It is painful for any freedom-loving person who thoroughly examines the situation to note 
the acts perpetrated by a few racists in Zimbabwe, a country whose problem is of concern 
to the whole of Africa. Africa says to the people of Zimbabwe: Any injustice done to 
you we consider to be an injustice done to ourselves. Many developing countries in 
Africa and other continents have managed by themselves to rout the millions of soldiers, 
welleequipped with modern weapon, sent by not one, but two or three powerful imperialist 
countries. [sentence as heard] 


The question currently facing us is not whether a government reflecting the germine 
aspirations of the people and comprising their sole and legitimate representatives can 
tomorrow be established in Zimbabwe, but what Africa should do in the faee of the 
endless arrogance and conspiracies of Britain and its collaborators. We have understood 
the anture of British imperialisn. 


Through their actions, British imperialism and its collaborators have shown contempt for, 
and issued a challenge to, not only the Zimbabwean militants but to all independent African 
nations and to mankind as a whole. The struggling people of Zimbabwe and the whole of 
independent Africa must rise to the challenge and show through their deeds that we will 

not be an object of contempt, that we do not fear any challenge and that we will discharge 
the duty history hes imposed upon us. 


I would like to remind this conference that the challenge can be met when 411 the pesce- 
loving forces of the world rise in unison. 


We maintain that the struggle f * germine indepentence of the Zimbabwe people, under the 
leadership of the Patriotic Pront, will contime, but requires great *«crifices. 
















































VIII. 8 Feb SO A INTER-APRICAN AFFAIRS 


What is required of this meeting is mot merely the adoption of resolutions and issuing a 
statement; or the customary shifting of the burden of struggle to the Zimbabwean patriots 
and the African frontline states; or the expectation thut the true independence of the 
people can be dragged from British imperialism through begging or negotiating. What is 
meeded is for us to show the way. The whole of Africa must fundamentally exanine its 

stand towards Brita.= snd its relatiom with that country the whole of Africa must promptly 
and practically participate in moves to counter the international plot and find a way in 
which all forces standing for the freedom of peoples and \orld peace can cooperate. 


The independence struggle i: southern Africa, especially the dangerous developments in 
Zimbabwe, are the main items on the agenda of this comference. We have been given by the 
part and future generations the resporm ibility of empuring that the moves we make, and 
stands we take, should not erase the hopes of those Africare “io are dying and suffering 
in the struggle agaimt the racist yoke, and thet mo blemish should sully the glorious 
name of our departed compatriots. The challenging problem presented by today's Zimbabwe 
has afforded us the opportunity to show whether we are able to live up to this historic 
respors ibility. 


We must rise up as ome to carry cur departed heroes’ objectives through to the final coal, 
reneving the oath we took when the GAU was established and when we accepted its charter-- 
to fully liberate our continent. 


Honorable ministers, ladies and gentlemen, comrades: Ethiopia's revolution, which is 
being advanced throug: a bitter struggle, is oriented towards establishing a Just eco- 
nomic order. The Ethiopia of today is a land of a fresh and militant people, which toppled 
the odious and backward feudal system that was sitting so heavily on the shoulders of the 
broad Ethiopian masses. It stands for freedom, equality, Justice, democracy, peace, sood- 
neigiborliness and cooperation. It has resolutely risen-amore than ever before--to stand 
jointly with its African brothers in paving the way for a new, bright future for the new 
African. 


Concluding my speech, = wish you every success in your historic and crucial work. 


Long live the unity of Africa. Thark you. 


Pelexe Speaxs 


LDO72156 Addis Ababa Donestic Service in Amharic 0400 GwT 7 Feb 8 LD/EA 


[Excerpt] In a speech after his election as chairman of the 4th 

session of the OAU ministerial council, Comrade Dr Felexe said: The Lancaster House peace 
conference was the last in a series of corspiracies hatched by the imperialists in a bid 
to confuse the people of Zimbabwe and prevent them from attaining semine independence, 
under which justice and equality prevail. 


Woting that the SAU bore major resporsibility for exposing the coloni_dist corpiracy of 
Britein and its collaborators and for paving the way to gemine independence for Zimbabvwe, 
he reiterated the stand that the OAU's objective could be accomplished only when the Pr, 
the sole representative of the people of Zimbabwe, assumed full power. 
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To insure the success of the struggle of the people of Zimbabwe, Comrade Dr Feleke 
Gedle-Giorgis said that African countries must step up their moral, material and 
political support to an unprecedented degree, The comrade minister went on ‘o stress 
that the serious problem facing Zimbabwe stemmed directly from Britain's policy. He 
demanded that Britain pay compensation for all the damage caused in Zimbabve, 


Comrade Dr Feleke Gedle-Giorgis went on *o point out that Africa should reconsider its 
diplomatic, economic ami other relations with Britain, He reiterated that Africa would 
like to remind Britain and its agents that Africa wanted international relations and 
cooperation based only on justice and equality. 


Comade Dr Peleke Gedle-Giorgis noted that the current session of the OAU council of 
ministers was markedly different from previous ones in that it was being held at the 
time when the struggle of the people of Zimbabwe was reaching a crucial stage, 
Comrade Dr Feleke expressed his conviction that the conference would adopt firm 
decisions on matters affecting the struggle of the people of Zimbabwe and on the re- 
lations between independent African states anid Britain and its collaborators, 


After reviewing the OAU's role in Zimbabwe and Africa as a whole, Comrade Dr Feleke 
Gedle-Giorgis urged the conference to look into the problem of funds, which was 
besetting the organization, 


Comrade Dr Feleke went on to mote that the OAU liberation committee should step up 
its role in Africa's liberation struggle and said that this could be achieved only 
when the African states were prepared not to hold back in their contributions, The 
comrade minister further noted that it was to be hoped that relations in other 
spheres of cooperation between the African states would be strengthened, 


The ‘4th session of the OAU ministerial coursil will continue tomorrow, According to 
the agenda, the administrative secretary general, “r Edem Kodjo, will submit his own 
report to the conference, 


Butrus Ghali Address 
NCO72005 Cairo Domestic Service in Arabic 1550 GMT 7 Ped 50 Nc 


[Text] Minister cf state for foreign arfairs Dr Butrus Ghali addressed the OAU 
foreign ministers conference session held in Addis Ababa this evening. He said that 
Africa will not bit worthy of real independence if the Africans themselves cannot 
solve their own problems and consolidate their indepemience on firm and permanent 
foundations, 


Ghali added: We are meeting to support the people of Zimbabwe, who have made mary 
sacrifices, and to save the honor of Africa. All Africa will be considered to be 
under occupation as long as one part of it remains occupied, Africa will not feel 
dignified as long as racial discrimination continues in the Continent, 


Dr Ghali went on: Egypt's policy, even before the OAU was establisied, has alvays 
been based on opposing foreign colinization, occupation and racial discrigination 
amd on helping the peoples to attain their imiependence, 


During the London negotiations on the future of Rhodesia, Egypt took certain measures 
to help the people of Zimbabwe, Egypt's ambassador in London was in constant touch 
with the representatives of the Patriotic Pront to assure them of Egypt's support. 
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Dr Ghali further said: After the London agreement, Egypt permitted British aircraft 
carrying cease-fire monitoring forees to cross Egyptian airspace, Egypt instructed 
its ambasssdor in Lusaka to follow developments on the spot. the tgyptian Foreign 
Ministry sammoned the Sritish ambassador in “airc amd asked that Britain honor the 
London agreement and assume its responsibility in this regard. 


Egypt also participated in the UN Security Council's discussions on Rhodesia, 


In conclusion, Dr Butrus Ghali said: Egyp*'s stand is that Zimbabwe should obtain its 
imfependence, that the refugees and deportees should return to their homes, that all 
political detainees should be released, that conditions should be provided insuring 
that the elections are held in complete neutrality and freedom and that an urgent 

appeal be made to the African states to help Zimbabwe in all spheres after it attains 
independence, The minister added: Egypt demanis objective resolutions. nm this basis, 
it proposes the formation of a ministerial committee chosen on the basis of eo- 
graphical distribution which would go *to Salisbury immediately to follow the develop- 
ments and the elections. 


Purther on cConfererce 
LDOTI154 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in English 1015 GMT 7 Feb 30 LD/%A 


[Text] Comrade Chairman Mengistu Haile Mariam of the PMAC and commander in chief of 
the revolutionary army has said that Africa should completely revise its policy [words 
indistinct] southern Africa [passage indistinct] British Government and its allies, 
Comade Chairman Mengistu made the call when opening the “4th regular session of the 
ministerial council of the OAU at Africa Hall yesterday. 


Speaking earlier, Dr Daouda Diallo, the foreign minister of Niger, responding to 
Sommade Mengistu's address on behalf of the participants, said that Comrade Chairman 
Mengistu's address reflected in an eloquent manner the preoccupation of the people of 
Africa to deal with the extremely serious situation ir Zimbabwe, Dr Diallo said that 
Britain was attempting to have Zimbabwe achieve independence according to its own 
comditions and asked Britain to honour its commitments, 


The outgoing chairman of the council of ministers, the Liberian foreign minister, 
Mr C,. Ceoll Dennis, Jr, also said that the Zimbabwe question has been the most pre- 
oceupying issue for Africa since the Monrovia summit, due to serious violations in 
the implementation of the Lancaster House agreement, 


Yesterday evening Comrade Chairman Mengis*tu attended a reception on the occasion of 
the "4th ordinary session of the council of ministers of the OAJ, 


Mearwhile, a spokesman for the Ministry of FPoreign Affairs has said Britain had not 
given clearance to a chartered plane provided by the government of socialist Ethiopia 
to transport to Addis Ababa the coleaders of the Zimbabwe PF, Comrade Joshua Nkom 
and Comrade Robert Mugabe, to attend the ministerial session of the OAV, 
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7 Fed Session 
LDO,i120" Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 1050 GMT 7 Feb 30 LD/EA 


(Text) Im its session this morning the “4th regular sweting of the OAU council of 
ministers discussed and approved its draft agenda, after adding to it a munber of 
items. It also listened to a report from the organization's secretary general. 


While the meeting was discussim the draft agenda the Tunisian foreign minister's 
request to brief the conference on the actions committed against his country was 
accepted. However, the Equatorial Scicea foreign minister's request that the council 
discuss the possibility of exempting his country from its finarcial sontribution to 
the organization because of the problems fycing his country was rejected. The meeting 
agreed that this point could be raised when the meeting discussed financial 
contributions, 


The foreign ministers conference, chaired by Comrade Dr Peleke Gedle-Giorgis, having 
approved its agenda, listened to the arsmal report from OAU Secretary General 

Mm Edem Kodjo, who reviewed political, social and economic developments in Africa 
during the past year and gave an accoun’ o/ the ‘asks accomplished by the OAU and 
the problems it now faces, Mr Kodjo went on to say that since last year's OAU 
ministerial council meeting in the Liberian capital of Monrovia, satisfactory re- 
sults have not been achieved in the sphere of political cooperation among African 
countries, 


officers Elected 
LDO71215 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in English 1015 GMT 7 Feb 30 LD/EA 


[Text] Comrade Col Dr Peleke Gedle-Giorgis, minister of foreign affairs of socialist 
Ethiopia, yesterday told the ministerial council of the OAU ‘hat Africa must nov 
reconsider its diplomatic, economic and other relations with Britain, Comrade 
Colonel Dr Peleke was addressing the ministerial council after he was unanimously 
elected chairman of the “4th session of the council, The council elected the foreign 
minister, Pierre Nze, of the Congo as vice chairman; the foreign minister, Abdulai 
Conteh, of Sierra Leone as second vice chairman; the foreign minister, A.M. Mogve, 
of Botewara, as third vice chairman; and Poreign “inister W'hamed Boucetta of 

Morocco as rapporteur, 
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KENYA 
OUKO LEAVES WITH DELEGATION POR OAU CONFERENCE 
LDO71144 Mairobi Demestic Service im Mglish 400 GMT 7 Feb SO LD/EA 


[Text] Dr Ouko left Mairobi yesterday afternoon for Addis Ababa, leading a Keryan delegation 
to the 54th session of the OA coumcil of ministers. Dr ‘uko was accompanied by Mr Wilberforce 
Kisiero, an assistant minister for commerce; Kerya's ambassadr to Egypt, Mr Raphael Kiilu; 
Kermya's hich commissioner to Zambia, Mr Ochiene Adala; amd several senicr goverment officials. 


SOMALIA 
MEW CABINET LIST AMNOUNCED BY PRESIDENT 
LDO72105 Mogadisiu: Domestic Service in Somali 1400 GMT 7 Feb 50 LD/EA 


Text] At a meeting of the Central Committee of the Somli Revolutiomry Socialist Party 
[SRSP] chaired by president of the Somli Democratic Republic [SDR] Challe Mohamed Siad 
Sart, the president ammounced the formation of a mew covermment. The Political Committee 
of the SRSP submitted the mames of the new ministers to the Central Committee after a careful 
scrutisg of the mew coumcil of ministers. 


The formtion of the mew cabimet stemmed from the country’s meed to heighten political aware- 
mess ami advance its people in the economic ami social spheres. I¢ will be recalled that the 
SDR has been committed simce the birth of the October revolution to 4 political, economic 
ami social struggle, ami tamgible progress and successes have been mide in these spheres. 
These victories were achieved through the implementation of the revolution's first manifesto. 
The Somali people recently implemented that Manifesto's fimal article, which called for the 
holding of a referemium. The people voted in favor of the country's mew constitution and 
later elected the mtioml ami district assemblies. This mde the formation of a new 
govermment imperative. The menbers of the new govermment are: 


Adviser @© the SDR president on goverment 


affairs Challe Maj Gen Hussein Kulmiye Afrah 
Minister of defemse Challe Brig Gen Mohamed Ali Samntar 
Deputy minister Challe Brig Gem GQmr Haji Mohamed 


Commnder of the mtionmal security 
service and presidential adviser 


on security affairs Challe Brig Gen Ahmad (Sulayman) Abdullah 
Minister of agriculture Challe Col Ahmad Hasan Musa 
Deputy minister Dr Mahemd Abdi Nur 
Minister of mtiom 1 planning Challe Ahmad Habib Ahmad 
Deputy minister Challe Mohamed Omar Jam (Digidi) 
Minister of foreign affairs Dr Abdu Ralwmn Jam Barre 
Deputy minister Dr (Maheuwd Said Mohamed Gaamey) 
Minister of fisherie- Challe Osman Jam Ali 
Deputy minister Challe Shire Suudi Malhwaad 
Minister of ports ami sea tran port Challe Brig Gen Malhemad Gelle Yusuf 
Deputy minister Challe (Jam Gas Maawiye) 
Minister of Justice amd religion Dr Ahmad Shire Mahmud 
Deputy minister Challe Mohamed Ali Hamad 
Minister of education Challe Adan Mohamed Ali 
Deputy minister Challe Dr (Sulayman Malead Adan) 
Deputy minister Challe Dr (Abdurahman Abdullah Shuki) 
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Minister of culture amd higher educaticn 

Deputy minister 

Minister of youth ami sports 

Deputy minister 

Minister of mineral and water 
deve lopment 

Deputy minister 

Minister of posts am telecomunications 

Deputy minister 

Minister of labor ami sociai affairs 

Deputy minister 

Minister of commerce 

Deputy minister 

Deputy minister 

Minister of fimme 

Minister of health 

Deputy minister 

Minister of local goverment and 
rural development 

Deputy minister 

Minister of lami amd air transport 

Deputy minister 

Minister of tourism 

Deputy minister 

Minister of industry 

Deputy minister 

Minister of informtion ami mtiom) 
guidance 

Deputy minister 

Minister of public works 

Deputy minister 

Minister in the president's office 
respompible for social affairs 

Deputy minister 

Minister in the president's office 
respormible for political affairs 


Challe 
Challe 
Chalie 
Challe 


Challe 
Chalie 
Challe 
Challe 
Challe 
Challe 
Challe 
Challe 
Challe 
Challe 
Challe 
Challe 


Challe 
Challe 
Challe 
Challe 
Challe 
Challe 
Challe 
Challe 


Challe 
Challe 
Challe 
Challe 


Challe 
Challe 


Challe 


EAST AFRICA 


DB Ahmad Ashkir Botan 
(Padum Ahead Alin) 

Col (Mire Aware Jam) 
Dr (Dahir Warsame Yusuf) 


Dr Hussein Abd al<adir Qasiz 
Mohamed Haji Ahmad 

Mohamed Hawadle Haji Madar 
Mahwad Siekh Musa 

Motuimed Burale Ismil 

Mohamed Yusuf Atumd 

Atymad Mohamed Ibrahiz 

Dr {Abd al-Rashid She ich) 

Aii Hussein Abdullahi 

Dr (Abdullahi Ahrad Adow) 

Maj Gem (Abdullah Mohamed Padhil) 
(Mohamed (Padhil) (word indistinct] 


Maj Gen Jam Mohamed Ghalib 
(Abdi Mohamed (Tarrak) 
Kemdid Ahmad Yusuf 

(Qmr Mohamed Handule ' 

Col Mohamed Gur Jees 

(Abd) Urahman Mohamed Arale) 
Dr (Ali Kalif Gmwler) 

Dr (Mohamed Wur Alfio) 


Dr Mohamed Adan She ikh 

Dr (Kmlif Musa Samtur) 
Brig Gen (Mateud Nur Galal) 
Mohamed Abdi Yusuf 


Col (Abdi Warsame Isaak) 
Abdullahi Jam Mohamed 


Dr (Mohamed Said Samntar Gaaliye) 
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KEREKOU ELECTED PRESIDENT BY NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
ABO71500 Paris AFP in English 1436 GMT 7 Feb 30 AB 


[Text] Cotonou, 7 Feb (AFP) «<The new National Revolutionary Assembly last night electe4 
Colonel Mathieu Hereko. presicent of Benin, giving him the status of elected leader 
seven<inid«@idialf years after he took power in @ military coup, 


The 520 deputies who were present from the '"S member assembly voted for Colonel 
Kerexkou, the only candidate proposed by the Central Committee of his ruling Benin 
Popular Revolutionary Party. 


COlomel Kerekou hac been president of Benin @n¢d leader of the old Wational Revolutionary 
Coumeil by virtue of his coup in October 1972 that overthrew the civilian government, 
Colonel Kerekou created the council in September 1975 with '7 military and 50 civilian 
members. The cowscll Siopted & new constitution in August 1977 anc the National Assembly 
was elected to succeed the council last November, Colonel Kerekou swore the assembly 
members in for three q@ear terms on Monday, and is himeelf to be inaugureted tomorrow, 


Roma‘n Vilon Gueso, vice president of the assembly's P:esicential Commattee, praised 
the colonel as @ “modest citizen, sonest and ‘ynamic party leader, anc courageous and 
devoted soldier”, 


Presiden, Kerekou responded th.* in carrying out his mandate he would “remain faithful 
to the realization of the bro@d national union front announced in the general line of 
the party and the constitution”. 


SHANA 
VICE PRESIDENT RETURNS FROM KIS!'ION TO NIGERIA 
ABO70725 Accra Domestic Service in English 9600 OMT 7 Ped 30 AB 


{Text]) The vice president, Dr de Grafte’ohnson, returned home yesterday at the head of 
& Ghana goodwill delegation to Nigeria, He told newsmen that the mission delivered @ 
message of gratituce from President Liman, the government and people of Ghana to 
President Shehu chagari of Nigeria for .me goots presented to the people of Ghana, 


The delega*ion @lso discusred & mamber of issues Gimed &t cementing the good relations 
between the two countries, Gne of the @reas is the possible cooperation in the exploitee 
tion of Ghana's beuxite deposit, Dr de Graft<Johnson said the cooperétion will be in 

the way of drawing up & program to cover facilities to get the venture going. ‘There 

will be further meetings to discuss the technical aspects, 


The vice president said other broad areas for discussion were related to te promotion 
of trade between the two countries, particularly ‘he exportation of furniture to Nigeria, 
an area in which the Nigerians have expressed extrem interest, 
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The delegation also discussed the supply of Nigerian crude oil to Ghana. The vice 
president said the two sides had a comsiderable amount of understanding and that the 
Nigerian Government has guaranteed Ghana a continued supply and the terms are all 
Satisfactory, He said the Nigerian Govermment confirmed to them the new price of their 
crude oil, which is $34,185 a barrel, Dr de Graft.Johnson said there is no concession 
regarding the price but Ghana will continue to enjoy the 90<jay credit facility. He 
described the mission a@s extremely successful and fruitful, 


The delegation included the minister of information, Dr Nabila; the minister of lands 
and natural resources, Dr Benneh; and the deputy minister of foreign affairs, Dr 
Yarubu = aaka, 


LIBERIA 
OLYMPIC GAMES PRESIDENT SUPPORTS BOYCOTT 
ABO70805 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 0625 GMT 7 Feb 30 AB 


[Excerpt] The president of the Liberia National Olympic Games Association, Estrada G, 
Bernard, has called on the Soviet Union to immediately withdraw its forces in Afghanistan 
or Liberia's athletes, as he put it, will join other national Olympic committees to 
boycott the Olympic games in Moscow, Mr Bernard, who is also minister for sports, 

said Liberia advocates the principles of separating politics from sports but, he added, 
there is no possible [words indistinct] against the Soviet Union for its action in 
Afghanistan or Smail nations will be placed at the mercy of the superpowers, Mr Bernard 
said it is the hope that the Soviet Union will either meet international demands for 

the staging of the Olympic games or those countries sharing our views will organize 
alternative games, 


BRIEFS 


PRG LOAN TO IVORY COASTe«The Federal Republic of Germany has granted a loan of DM 40 
million (268 million CPA francs) for the modernization of the Ivorian railway network 
linking Anyama to Agboville, in the north of Abidjan, and for the extension of rural 
electrificatiou in the Ivory Coast, The documents relating to the railway network 
were signed on Saturday in Abidjan, [Text] [Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
1523 GMT O04 Feb 80 AB) 


EEC LOAN TO SIERRA LEONE eeThe European Economic Commmity (EEC) has approved a grant 

of about 5,02 million leones to finance a project for the support of existing educational 
institutions in Sierra Leone. The project forms part of the national programme for 
improving the quality of education in Sierra Leone, Some of the schemes likely to 
benefit from the lo@n are water and electricity supply on an improved basis to Njala 
University College, It will @lso help the construction and furnishing of dormitories 


for female students at the Milton Margai and Bo Teachers Tra@ining Colleges. The grant 
will also help in the purchase of science laboratory equipment for 50 secondary schools, 
[Text] [Freetown DAILY MAIL in English 28 Jan 30 pp 1, 2 AB) 
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UN DELEGATION DISCUSSES “REATION OF DMZ ON NAMIBIA BORDER 
ABO71730 Luanda Domestic Service in English 1130 GMT 7 Feb 80 AB 


[Text] The United Nations delegation which arrived here in Luanda on Tuesday is holding 
talks with our leaders on the implementation of a demilitarized zone along our border 
with Namibia. The delezation, which is led by United Nations commander-designate Lt Gen 
(Jam Khan) of India, is also discussing the implementation of the Security Council 
resolution leading to the transition of Namibia to independence, 


This morning the United Nations delegation met with authorities of the South-West African 
People's Organization, SWAPO, of Namibia. Our delegation in the talks is led by Lt Col 
Alexander ‘jodrigues Tito, Political Bureau member of the MPLA-Worker‘’s Party and deputy 
interior minister for internal order. At the beginning of the talks yesterday, Lieutenant 
General (Khan) spoke about his mission: 


[Begin (Khan) recording] Our mission is in connection with [few words indistinct] the 
establishment and functioning of the demilitarized zone, [end recording] 


The United Nations delegation is expected to visit the South Benguela irovince today. 
RHODESIA 

COMMENTARY URGES CHANGE IN CLIMATE OF POLITICAL VIOLENCE 

LD071506 Salisbury Domestic Service in English 1614 GMT 6 Feb 80 LD/CA 

[Station commentary] 


[Text] Day by day it has become more obvious that political intimidation, breaches of 
the cease-fire and other depredations by armed bands, and a variety of other contra- 
ventions of the Lancaster House agreement could not be allowed to @ on, The whole 
purpose of that egreement was to restore peace and to create the conditions under which 
an election could be run and could be accepted by the world as being free and fair. 


Unfortunately, violent contraventions of the solemn agreement siged at Lancaster House 
have continued, It has seemed that there are political factions which have not the 
slightest intention of abiding by them, Today the governor, Lord Soames, has taken consi- 
derable powers to deal with the situation, He is row enabled to restrict political meetings, 
to suspend political candidates from campaigning, and even to disqualify a political 
party from contesting a given district if disruptive activities by its supporters have 
affected the ability of constituents to vote for the party of their choice. The kowledge 
that such powers exist and can be used if need be would surely give any political group 
reason to pause and insure that its activities fall within the letter and the spirit of 
the law and of the Lancaster House agreement. Indeed, it mist be hoped that this will 

be enough to remedy the abuses which have become (?s0) widespread, For it is all very 
well to have at command the power. detailed in an ordinance today. No man bearing the 
heavy responsibilities of the governor would lightly resort to them, The outcry if he 
should do so is all too easily imagined, 
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Nevertheless, the present climate of violence must be changed, and because violen” men 
respect only strength, they must be shown that the stern hand of the law is ready 

to enforce the peace and to guard the right of the individual to cast his vote as he 
will, There are those active in Rhodesian politics today who give scant respect to the 
rights and freedoms of the individual. If they will not listen to precept and exhorta- 
tion they must be made to feel the weidit of the law. The governor's new powers, added 
to those he holds already, give him the mailed fist of right to use in need, 


SOUTH AFRICA 
BOTIA REPLIES TO CLAIMS REGARDING NATIONAL SECURITY 
LD071516 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 1700 uMT 6 Feb 80 LD/CA 


[Text] The prime minister, Mr P,W, Botha, has announced that the Department of National 
Security will in future be known as the Directorate of National Intelligence, The state 
president also makes this announcement in today's government GAZETTE. 


In the assembly this afternoon Mr Botha replied in detail to allegations regarding the 
Department of National Security. He gave the assurance to opposition parcies that no 

legal party in South Africa was being bugged. He had also given the necessary instructions 
to the department. ‘The prime minister disclosed that it was brougit to his attention 

last year that a foreim organization had installed a bugging device in a building used 

for meetings of the national party caucus, He said this was an undermining act and the 
people involved in such actions would burn their fingers. Mr Botha showed the device, 
which had been traced by the Department of National Security, to the members of the house. 
He denied cateogrically that the department was used as a party political instrument, 


Mr Botha said that he had instructed the new chief of the Directorate of National Intel- 
ligence that he and the other security services would have to inform the leaders of the 
three opposition parties twice a year on security matters, This would be on condition 
that the information would remain confidential. Mr Botha gave members of the house the 
assurance that their activities had not been under investigation by the Department 

of National Security. A select parliamentary committee would not be appointed to investi- 
gate the activities of the department because he did not want the workings of the depart- 
ment to become [word indistinct] and in so doing hamper its service. 


Purther details of the reorganization ‘o rationalize the public service have teen revealed 
by the prime minister. In a statement released in parliament, Mr Botha said the rationali- 
zation would be implemented in four phases, of which the first would come into effect on 
the first of next month, On that day the office of the prime minister wiil be «stablished 
to fulfill the comprehensive planning role, At the same time the Department of Environ- 
mental Planning and Energy would be abolished and the Department of Mines would become 

the Department of Mineral and Energy Affairs, The Department of Forestry would become 

the Department of Forestry and Environmental Conservation, 


Mr Botha said that good progress had been made in the nationalization to reduce the 59 
central executive institutions to 22, falling under 18 ministries. Under the second 
phase beginning 1 April, 17 of the 22 institutions would be given their broad form, 
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In this phase sea fisheries would be transferred to the new Department of Agriculture and 
Fisheries. Mr Botha said (?functions) and parastatal institutions will be transferred 
@iring the fourth phase beginning 1 May, and during the fourth phase the remaining five 
departments would be established, These were the Department of Industry, Commerce and 
Tourism; the Department of Internal and Constitutional Affairs; the Department of Justice; 
the Deparimeiis sf Cooperation, "evelopment and Education; and the Department of Community 
Development and State Auxiliary Services. 


ZAMBIA 
PAPER URGES SOAMES TO END VIOLENCE IN RHODESIA 
LDO71546 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 1130 GMT 7 Feb 80 LD/CA 


[Text] Today's commentary is from THE TIMES OF ZAMBIA newspaper, and is on the situation 
in Rhodesia, 


Rhodesian elections are only 3 weeks away, yet the conditions for them are far from being 
free and fair, Political violence is on the increase, So is intimidation and uncer- 
tainty. Because of this, Mr Nkomo himself and many others are now calling for the post- 
ponement of the elections until the (?wide expression) of violence has ended, 


Zambia has quite rightly warned against that call. Any postponement would be very tricky. 
As Mr Kamanga said, it could easily create more problems andmre violence than it is likely 
to solve. The urgent need of the hour is for the rampant vi-lence and intimidation to 

be stamped out. Lord Soames might be trying, but he is not trying very hard to do it 
because he is using the wrong tools. What he needs is to increase the size of the Common- 
wealth forces on the spot, That is what Commonwealth Secretary General Shridath 

Ramphal has been calling for ever since the Lusaka accord last August, 


It should not be forgotten that the present rate of violence and intimidation in 
Rhodesia is a direct result of British policy. Since the Lusaka accord it has always 
been assumed that the elections in Rhodesia would be properly and competently supervised 
by a full-scale Commonwealth military presence. Mr Ramphal has insited that such a force 
should be on hand, not just as a symbol token of Commonwealth concern but as a means of 
insuring free and fair elections, That cannot be done if the forces of law and order 

on the spot are so modest as to be quite unable to prevunt the rampant violence, 


That violence is now making many ordinary Rhodesians too frightened to show their noses, 
far less to come out in due course and vote, All the worst fears of a hamstrung and 
partially invalid electoral exercise as voiced by Mr Ramphal and others are now being 
realized, Soames should heed Ramphal's call for an increase of the Commonwealth force 
now, before it is too late, If he fails to act swiftly he is likely to see his entire 
{few words indistinct] collarse economically. The present wave of violence and intimi- 
dation could be but a beginiing of blacklegging on a scale which would make the forth- 
coming elections irrelevant, Mr Ramphal has repeatedly offered to bail out Soames on 
this, but Soames is showin;; himself increasingly unable tc control even his own agents, 
The Britishforces are now turning back returning refugees. 


Soames should be reminded that he is in Salisbury to facilitate free and fair elections 
and a smooth transition. He ismt there to act as a roadblock, 
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